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Word Choice

What do you notice about these two statements?
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Anatomy of a News Story

The Parts of a News Story

Headline—The “title” of a news story.
Byline—Tells the reader who wrote the story, who it is “by.”

Lead—The first paragraph or two in the story. This article uses an
anecdotal lead. Summary news leads get to the who, what, when
and where right away, but may not be the most interesting for the
reader. The job of the lead is to grab the reader's attention with the
truth. (See “Leads” in this chapter.)

Nut graf—A paragraph that tells the reader the story in a nutshell.
It informs the reader of the basics: the who, what, when, and where.
The rest of the story delves into the why and the how. Another way
of looking at it, according to Betty Ming Liu, a professor at New
York University, is that the nut graf gives readers a sense of What
Was, What’s New, What’s Now. For some news stories, the
lead and the nut graph are the same thing. For feature stories, or for
stories that don’t use a news lead, the nut graf often appears as the
second or third paragraph.

Even before you begin writing your piece, try summarizing the
results of your reporting. This helps you focus the piece and can
feed into your nut graf. It’s deeper than asking yourself what the
story is about. What did you, as the reporter, find out?

Lead quote—The first quote in the story. Often the most powerful

quote.

HE &AID Hi& EMAIL'S BEEN FULL OF

REQUEGTS FROM PARENTS AND KIDS.,

I&N'T THAT GREAT? THE THRILL OF
WINNING! THE AGONY OF —

PRINCIPAL EVENS AGAIN.
HE SENT ME A

ONE-PAGER ABOUT
BADMINTON BEFORE HE HAYWOOD HIGH SCHOOL. T

CAM HAVE A FEW QUESTIONS I'M
st:‘:T_EEgr ;ﬁﬁcp! ES?::’N' WRITING FOR AN ARTICLE ON
BETTER FOR TEENS THAN BADMINTON...

SQPUARE PANCING!

CENTER OF ADHD RESEARCH
COLLEGE UNIVERSITY

weel'M CALLING FROM THE
HALLWAY MONITOR AT EAST

AND WHERE DD YOU HEAR
THE INFO ABOUT
BADMINTON AND ADHDT

PRESS CONTACT:
JEREMIAM COOPER: 164-3298,
PRESS@CADHDR.EDU

ACTUALLY, IT'S YOU KNOW THE BADMINTON
PRETTY GOOD. &TORY? I GOT QUOTES THAT
TJUST WANT TO THERE'S NO PROOF THAT
HELP MAKE IT BADMINTON CURES ADHD, AND
COACH ADMITS ALL MIS INFO
CAME FROM EVENS.

WHOA, THAT
LOOKS LIKE A
PRETTY BaD

WHERE ELSE FIRST DRAFT!

WOULD I BE?
Wi YOU KNOW

I'M GLAD YOU'LL BE e
UPDATING YOUR
READERS ON How| ACTUALLY,
CLOSE WE ARE To| THAT'S NOT
THE GOAL. JUST WHAT THE
THI& AFTERNO-- | FOLLOW-UP

WELL, THEN, I WAS TUST HOPFING
YOU COULD PUT ME IN CONTACT
THE PROOF 16 IN WITH ONE OF THE TEENS THAT
THE PUDDING. EMAILED YOU ABOUT WANTING
;MgN 'vgu PLAY | TO PLAY BADMINTONT COACH GAID
ADMINTON YOU | YOU TOLD HIM YOU HAVE AN EMAIL
ooy || cocaericse [ RaEuid orkeaicens S5
|| CONCENTRATION. I WANTED TO GET A QUOTE
YOU PON'T HAVE OM ONE OF THEM,
TO BE A DOCTOR | g
TO KNOW THAT.
NEXT QUESTIONT

GORRY, SON. CAN'T DO THAT, IT
WOULD BE AN INVASION OF
KIDS PRIVACY TO GHARE THAT
WITH YOU, FINAL QUESTION?
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It’s not unusual for
The Relaxers Club to
receive criticism.
Their members

- frequently are called
“lazy” on Facebook and
recently the president
received an unsigned

note in his

mailbox: “Get off the

couch, you giant waste
of flesh.”

The Relaxers Club
has received a lot of
mean messages on
social media from
people who don’t like
them even though
they are minding
their own business.

4

IN THE FIRST STATEMENT, CAN YOU TELL WHOSE SIDE THE
WRITER IS5 ON7 HOW ABOUT IN THE SECONDPT UNLESS YOU ARE
WRITING A FIRST-PERSON PIECE, THE READER SHOULDN'T
KNOW HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT THE TOPIC. THIS ISN'T TO SAY
YOU CAN'T SHOW COMFPASSION ANDP HUMANITY IN YOUR
WRITING, BUT BE NEUTRAL AND STICK TO THE FACTS. RELY ON
DESCRIPTIVE WRITING, BE SPECIFIC, AND SAVE THE
EDPITORIALIZING FOR THE EDITORIAL FPAGE.
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